THE
BENNETT-McGRATH

Bennett-McGrath lures are certainly one of the success stories
i
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By Fred Jobson
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/A look in most angles tackiebouzs vl
lomeration of para-
phamaha hat accumuiales ove he years
alook in friends tackle boxes
Sk the best ckcaion o how they fish
and what works
patered veterans of lures e besde
s iatars Kia ol b ok
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e back ino th tackle box. A sure
Son that a ure works s that there wil b
several of 1 v from
battered to brand new as the angler makes
sure that he will not run out when the fish
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Another interesting point is that most
tackle boxes have very smiar contents as
anglers try different fures and decide for
themselves what is effective and what is not
Over the past few years one brand of lure
that has eppoared in o my inends tackie
bores s inettMcGrath range of baisa
TSN Tik i sirvoy would nckcate
that in the few short years that they have
been they have won uniersal
acceptance. They have certainly won their

e bo
‘The Bennett:McGrath story started off pre
1984 when John Bennett and Steve
McGrath felt they needed a super light
nnow to suit the fine line threadiine fishing
for the trout and freshwater natives that are
avaiable in the AlburyWodor
As they could not find a commercial lure
that was really suitabie they designed their
with a beautful ftte lure
with its own characteristic shape and action
that caught fish
0'1o'a seres of economic prodlems
employed at the time
and trying 10 oxst on ihe Gole was nol in
character for them. As most of their spare
fime was beng spont making ther lures or
all the fishermen of the area, they decided
b el golal connecillppdioin
In Seplember 1984 ihey scraped snough
cash together o go 0 A oA s production
and for the next two years invested

ress
wiped out their factory and everything they

own

While many people thought this would be
the end of the story, the phoenix arose. and
the two boys just gritied the teeth, got back
into production.

Now in 1988 things are looking good.
Demand for their lures is enormous and
goes far beyond their present technology

and production capabilties.
The lure is six and a half centimetres long
E ki e Bk 6 e, e béey
made of baisa is very light weighing
four and a na grams The mnnow, wnich
comes in both shallow and deep runner
models, is available in five Colours and
patters, yellow attractor, ffog patter, euro
carp, tiger, and rainbow trout
The finish is excellent, professional and
at least the equal of imported lures.
The action

the best feature and

t weigl

their lures have their own characteristic
y. Being so light they are sensitive
to aterations of the retrieve by the angler
and can be made 10 look very lifelike. The
action is also good over a fair range of
a0d ey ik bang atafar speed
M("Ou' popping out of the
e eoniB ot i are avout
1 ratner tne fine” delic

esu
shoreine and trees
Ocober 1587 when los of big trout
ken by Albury anglers such as Russell
Nicaon: The.tout waro_ leocng. on senl
golden carp and obviously took the lure for
this bait fish.
Hume Weir has aiso been the scene of
ny good catches with redfin and some
yellowbelly as well as some big trout
falling to the lure.
One fautwih he earylures vas that big
fish could damage them, the
lures have a metal plate umnmg through

local lure

in spite of the lack of support from

the lute and have withstood even some
Murray Cod into double figures.
ﬁcc Harrison has tried them on some
tropical species and if me, w||| stand up
o nat they are sokd ex
‘m about 10 go up to Balhu15| Island to
irk bream and

there will be Bennett-McGrath lures
in my tackie
John Bennett has some_interesting

theory is that plastic lures need a built in
rattle implanted in them to attract fish. but
wood lures have a natural resonance, just
like a violin, which alters with the shape anc
type of wood. Whatever the reason his lures
catch fish.

So far the Bennett-McGrath boys have
been unable to get any Government
assistance at all yet they have piles of orders
ncluding some fom overseas that ey
cannct s because hey bave ot 9o e

some overseas company ies 1o
imitate their product and we lose another
vital part of our Australian fishing indust
Give them part of the money alocated
the radical greenie and anmal iberator
groups.

These beaut itle minnows are avalavle
from Bennett-McGrath Lures, Factory 2. 400
Grifith Rd, Lavington and selected tackie

Stove McGran (ater) and Jomn Senret win racks of s bong paned — ok tho pitures
s in the backgrour



